FINDIT- | BLOGS - | BUZZWORTHY - | M

Partners Break Ground on V

The Sun's
Pgrk Apal‘tlllf?l.l.ts Down. It's
Time to Play.

The New Movie Digest, Aug 17:
Reviews of This Week’s New...

BLOGS BEST-BIGD RESTAURANTS BARS ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS PARTYPICS| |IEX

# SHOPPING HOME&GARDEN WEDDINGS FINDADOCTOR  FINDALAWYER  FASHION  FAMILY TRAVEL ¥ -> Subscribe Today! ¢- ¢

MUNSCH HARDT  Right Firm. Right Now.°

munsch.com

DAILY REPORTS ON DALLAS COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Michael Dardick: Perspectives from Abroad

By MICHAELW. DARDICK | Juty 2

I just returned from an overseas trip, and part of the excursion was
certainly about perspective. It is hard to view a 1,000-year-old construction
and not be impressed that it is still standing! Moreover, all the ornate
stonework in these old buildings leaves one awestruck at the
craftsmanship.

One perspective was that I felt like us modern-day developers and
contractors could learn something from all this. Then, I was talking to an
Ttalian guy, and he was explaining how the city badly needed new drainage
systems and that the government was working on it. I asked if the work was
going to start soon and he replied “They have been planning for 15 years ...
this is Italy.” Well, that's another perspective!

You know, when you're away from the daily toils of home
L{“ and you're in a quaint place, it’s easy to get seduced into
thinking, “Tt would be cool to live here.” Well, T have to tell
you, walking to dinner through narrow, cobblestone streets
and walkways with sidewalk cafes and people mingling
about can do that to you. Of course, the flip side of those
narrow streets is no parking, difficult traffic, small dented vehicles ( think
“The Incredibles”), Vespa’s going every which way, and no chance of

escaping the incessant smoking in which everyone seems to partake. Two
different perspectives on the same streets!

But these observations are really two sides of a coin—different perspectives
—neither right nor wrong, just choices. Now, those choices are important to
our lives, but a choice that makes me happy may be exactly opposite of
another ... who has a different perspective. If you live a generally happy life,
then you are likely “biased” to believe what you think or like is “right.” How
often do any of us pick neighborhoods, churches, or clubs where everyone
believes differently than us? Not often, because homogeneity of thoughts is
more comfortable.

‘Well, we have a Presidential election coming up, and some very important
problems to deal with. Most of us, due to our upbringing, geography, etc.,
have a bias toward one party or the other, Republican or Democratic.
Likely, most of us only listen to the television and radio programs that
reflect our view and make us more assured we are “right.” Because we are
at a very important time in America, I have decided to really try to listen to
the “other” side with open ears and set aside my biased perspective, so I
can really hear. I call it listening with my American ears, not my
Republican or Democratic ears.

Although this may or may not change my final view, I am certain I will
learn more. I'm also pretty certain that the ultimate right answers don’t lie
in any party line, but in a combination of ideas. I just hope our
representatives will choose American answers and not just Republican or
Democratic ones.

Lastly, I came home from Europe with a very similar outlook to the one I
had 30 years ago, when I returned home as a college hitchhiker (yes, I am
“that 0ld”). And that outlook was that it was really great to see another part
of the world and experience other cultures, but I am damn glad to be an
American! That's my perspective!

Michael W. Dardick is president and CEO of Granite Properties Inc.,
which he founded in 1991. Contact him at mdardick@graniteprop.com.



